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PREVIOUSLY ON “THE GOOD PLACE”

This episode is meant to go anytime during or after the 
second season.

Post-Season 1 Finale Twist -- While initially introduced as 
heaven, this is not actually heaven, it is a version of hell 
meant to psychologically torture four humans who would have 
otherwise gone to the traditional fire and brimstone “The Bad 
Place”.

Michael, the neighborhood’s demon “architect”, designer of 
the neighborhood, is trying to cover up his mistakes, and has 
formed an alliance with the humans he is trying to torture.  
But he still slips in a little torture every now and then.

All the humans are aware they are really in “The Bad Place”.

Chidi and Eleanor, originally introduced as soulmates, are 
good friends.

Tahani and Jason are in love.

Janet, the “not a human”/”not a robot” omniscient demigod 
guide to the afterlife is becoming more and more aware of 
human feelings and emotions.



TEASER

Tahani and Jason walk home, eating yogurt.

TAHANI
You know, darling, I had my doubts 
about Cheeto yogurt, but as my friend 
Charlie Sheen once said, just open 
your mouth and try it!

JASON
I know, it’s dope, right?

TAHANI
Quite dope!

Tahani bends over to kiss Jason.  She sees VICKY approaching 
out of the corner of her eye, and pushes him away.

TAHANI (CONT’D)
How dare you -- Oh, hi Vicky!

Jason is confused but catches on after seeing Vicky, and 
switches back to being Jianyu. Vicky escorts handsome rock 
star MARCUS RICHARDSON on her arm.

VICKY
Tahani, just the woman I want to see! 
I believe you know our newest neighbor 
from Earth.

Tahani is dumbstruck at the sight of Marcus.

TAHANI
Oh...my...god..Marcus. Oh, my God!  
You’re not really the real....

MARCUS
(smiling broadly)

Tahani, you’re just as radiant the day 
I saw you at the Vienna State Opera at 
your benefit to raise money to buy leg 
prosthetics for war orphans.
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TAHANI
Ah, yes -- “Lean On Me”. I didn’t pick 
the name; a certain lead singer from 
U2 was the culprit there.

VICKY
Well, since you’re such great friends, 
maybe you can give him the tour!

TAHANI
(visibly flustered)

Pshyeah -- I mean, yes, it would be an 
honored -- I mean, I’d be honored!

MARCUS
This place is even more transcendent 
with you here!

VICKY
Tahani has so much to show you!

Vicki walks away. Tahani stares at Marcus, enamoured. 
Giggles. He, too, is entranced.

TAHANI
Hi.

MARCUS
Hi.

JASON
Hi, I’m Jason, and yo, I’m like your 
biggest fan! I saw your band, ‘Black 
Gato’ like 5 times in concert!

MARCUS
(eyes still on Tahani)

Always great to meet a fan.

TAHANI
So you’re here... however did you, you 
know?

MARCUS
It’s kind of embarrassing -- I caught 
Ebola while donating trilby hats to 
West African orphans.

TAHANI
That’s not embarrassing!  

MARCUS
Just before I died, I soiled my best 
leather pants.  
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TAHANI
Well, that... er... happens!

JASON
Yo, that’s super gross! Hey Tahani, we 
gotta get going to Chidi’s class!

TAHANI
Jason, can you tell Chidi I won’t be 
coming? Hostess duties.

JASON
“Doodies”? Oh, gross! Yo, you still 
wearing those pants, dude?

Tahani and Marcus shake their heads disapprovingly.

MARCUS
(mumbling)

Guess they have relaxed standards 
here.

JASON
Oh, yeah, we mad relaxed! Yo let me 
know if you wanna get a brewski, 
Marcus. Laters!

Jason walks off, oblivious.

TAHANI
So glad you’re here! Finally someone 
with taste, culture, celebrity!

MARCUS
Tahani, that fecally contaminated well 
was the best thing that’s happened to 
me this year!

Tahani blushes.

SMASH TO TITLES:

THE GOOD PLACE

END OF COLD OPEN
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ACT 1

INT. - CHIDI AND ELEANOR’S HOUSE - DAY

CHIDI teaches MICHAEL, JASON, and ELEANOR. There’s a donkey 
in the living room, standing between a bail of hay and a 
bucket of water.

CHIDI
So, this theory is called “Buridian’s 
ass”. The donkey is equally hungry and 
thirsty, but being perfectly logical, 
he is unable to choose between water 
and hay. As such, he will soon die 
tragically. Any questions?

Donkey brays. Jason looks shocked.

ELEANOR
So, should we worried when you spend 
five hours choosing between hard-
boiled and poached eggs for breakfast?

MICHAEL
Burn! 
Did I say that right?  “Burn”?

Donkey brays. Eleanor, Jason and Michael fist bump.

CHIDI
Look, they both have their merits --
they’re not -- I don’t have to explain 
myself to you!

JASON
Oooh Mr. Chidi! I have a question --
does it have to be a donkey? Can it 
be, like, a goat or cow or something?

CHIDI
Well, that’s what Buridian chose, but 
if it’s easier for you to think about 
something else-
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JASON
Because once, I got a goat drunk and 
rode it to Six Flags and then I got a 
lifetime ban. It was dope. The end.

MICHAEL
Wow, Chidi, your lecture on killing 
livestock is fascinating! Great stuff!

CHIDI
Well that’s not -- uh, um -- thank 
you, Michael. Although you’re probably 
flattering me for a reason.... so...?

MICHAEL
We’re doing a neighborhood lecture 
series on various academic topics. I 
would love to have you speak!

CHIDI
I feel like this is a trick -- you’re 
going to make me talk about something 
I hate, or the demons won’t care, or 
they’ll ask stupid questions, or there 
will be spiders everywhere!

In the background, Jason feeds the donkey hay.

MICHAEL
No, Chidi, I promise you an 
enthusiastic audience of eager 
listeners ready to give you complete 
and undivided attention.

CHIDI
Augh, I know there’s got to be 
something here, but dang it, I really 
miss my lecture halls!

MICHAEL
Then it’s settled -- tomorrow evening, 
town stage, you can give a lecture on 
any ethics topic you want!

CHIDI
Oh, wow! That would be great!  I will 
give the most dazzling lecture on... 
something.

He starts to get worried.

In the background, Jason gives the donkey the water bucket.
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ELEANOR
You’ll be great, teach! And I’m here 
to give you whatever support you need!

Chidi goes to the chalkboard and starts writing “Topics”, and 
furiously writes in the background for the rest of the scene.

MICHAEL
Oh, Eleanor, it’s great to hear you 
say that! Because I need you to 
decorate the stage.

ELEANOR
Oooohh... I don’t know, isn’t that 
more of a Tahani thing?

MICHAEL
Oh, Vicky’s got her on some 
unspeakable torture.

Knock on the door. Enter Tahani and Marcus.

TAHANI
Knock-knock. Just want to introduce 
you all to my good friend, ‘Black 
Gato’ frontman Marcus Richardson.

MARCUS
Hey.

ELEANOR
Oooh, I’ll have what she’s having.

(goes to shake hands)
Eleanor Shellstrop. I saw you in 
Tempe! Front row, red shirt, I was on 
some guy’s shoulders. 

(gestures toward chest)
These girls came out.

She licks her lips suggestively, Tahani glares.

MARCUS
Oh, uh, yes, of course.

ELEANOR
Ok, dude, don’t be a dink!

MARCUS
Well, great to meet you all.

ELEANOR
Hey, what’s your hurry, man? I can 
help show you--
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Tahani gives her the stink eye.

ELEANOR (CONT’D)
Ok, playa! I respect the game.

JASON
Catch you at home for dinner, Tahani?  
Tonight I’m serving a Jacksonville 
delicacy: Lunchables!

Marcus makes a disgusted face.

TAHANI
Er, can we put a pin in that?  Maybe 
another time! Toodles!

Jason looks sad. Tahani and Marcus leave. The donkey is 
eating Chidi’s papers. Chidi notices and freaks out.

CHIDI
Get that outta here!

Jason leads it toward the door.

JASON
Come on, girl, I won’t let Mr. Chidi 
starve you.

MICHAEL
Well, I’ll leave you to it. I’m 
telling everyone they’re about to hear 
the best lecture ever!

Michael, Jason and donkey exit. Chidi has covered every inch 
of the board with writing.

CHIDI
Can’t do it! How am I supposed to 
narrow it down to just one lecture? Do 
you think he’ll let me do a five day 
symposium? Maybe a week?

ELEANOR
Dude, trust me, no one wants that, 
believe me! Here, just pick one... how 
about this?

Points to “Determinism”

CHIDI
“Determinism”?  Won’t that seem a 
little ironic since we got here with 
our actions?
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ELEANOR
Ok, dude, uh this one?

CHIDI
“Free Will”? Isn’t that a little too 
“on the nose” since we got here with 
our actions?

ELEANOR
Ok... How about this one?

CHIDI
I just wrote “poached eggs” because I 
was confused and hungry!

ELEANOR
Well at least you picked breakfast! I 
don’t know, dude, you’re giving a 
lecture on how to be good to a bunch 
of demons whose job it is to torture 
you.

CHIDI
Oh, that’s a good point!

ELEANOR
Right? Like you can torture them back?

CHIDI
Well, I was thinking if I give a 
persuasive enough speech...

ELEANOR
Sounds like you got it, man! I gotta 
go streamer my stage!

Eleanor leaves.

END ACT 1
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ACT 2

EXT. - GOOD PLACE CENTRAL STAGE - LATER THAT DAY

Eleanor relaxes on a lounge chair, facing the stage, drinking 
a beer.  There are piles of empties next to her. She mumbles.

ELEANOR
(mumbling)

“Decorate the stage, Eleanor, Tahani 
has to go date a sexy jerk rock star.”

(aloud)
Yo Janet.

We see Janet has been calmly standing beside her the whole 
time.

JANET
Yes?

ELEANOR
Can you raise the streamers a little?

Stage is gorgeous. Janet snaps her fingers, they go a bit 
higher.

ELEANOR (CONT’D)
Why do I always do all the work?

JANET
My analysis shows that you exert less 
energy than anyone in this 
neighborhood.

Jason wanders by with the donkey.

JASON
Hey Eleanor, hey Janet.

ELEANOR
Dude, you still have that thing?
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JASON
Who, Daisy? I love her. Hey, can we 
have a beer?

JANET
She’s not real, but more like a 
collection of quantum particles.

JASON
Oh....bummer. Guess you’re free now, 
girl!

Jason slaps the donkey, and it runs offscreen. Eleanor and 
Janet watch it run away, not terribly worried.

JASON (CONT’D)
Hey guys, this is hard to say, but I 
kinda think Tahani’s into Marcus.

JANET
Definitely.

ELEANOR
Uh-Duh!

 JASON
Auuughh, you might be right--

JANET
I’m 100% right --

ELEANOR
We’re definitely right.

ELEANOR (CONT’D)
So wait, Janet, is he even real -- 
like the real rock star from Earth, or 
is he some fake demon Marcus?

JANET
100% real dead human.

ELEANOR
Jason, I’m sorry, man. I mean, you’re 
a babe, clearly, but you gotta up your 
game if you want to keep Tahani.

JASON
Yeah, I guess. I know! I’ll make her 
the best meal of her life and then 
she’ll have to stay with me! Janet, 
can you help?

JANET
It would be an honor to help my ex-
husband cook for his girlfriend!

JASON
Dope!
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ELEANOR
I’ll catch you guys later, I gotta go 
help Professor Starving-Donkey-No-
Choose pick a lecture topic.

INT. - CHIDI AND ELEANOR’S HOUSE - EVENING

Chidi paces around the house, shirt untucked. Papers and 
books cover every inch of the house.

Eleanor walks in, a bit drunk.  She slurs her words a little.

ELEANOR
How’s it going?

CHIDI
So far, I’ve got “Good afternoon 
ladies and gentlemen”. Or should I say 
“Good evening”?  

Eleanor blinks at him.

CHIDI (CONT’D)
You’re right, absolutely right, it’s 
good evening, definitely good evening, 
don’t even question it! Now I’ve just 
got fifty-nine and a half minutes to 
fill...  How do you convince a demon 
what they’re doing is bad and they 
should stop?

ELEANOR
I unno, make morality seem lame?

CHIDI
Hmmm... Ok... yeah... and how do you 
propose I do that?

ELEANOR
Pshh I don’t know, but you manage to 
do it every class you teach! Up top!

She goes for the high five. Chidi shakes his head; no high 
five.

ELEANOR (CONT’D)
Ok, you know how in class, when you go 
off on those boring tangents, and you 
get super excited, the rest of us just 
throw paper airplanes at each other?

CHIDI
You do what now?
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ELEANOR
Point is... It doesn’t have to be 
good! Just fill it with all your 
boring, nerdy tangents.

CHIDI
I can finally share my treatise on the 
morality of various breakfast cereal 
mascots!

ELEANOR
There ya go, buddy! Although, that 
actually sounds pretty interesting!

CHIDI
No, this is great!  I just have to go 
get some more notebooks from the all-
night bookstore.

Chidi leaves, inspired.

INT. - TAHANI AND JASON’S HOUSE - KITCHEN - EVENING

Jason and Janet wear chef’s hats, oven mitts, aprons. Jason’s  
apron says “The Sausage is Down Here” with an arrow pointing 
down.

JASON
Ok, Janet, let’s get cooking!

Janet snaps. A great feast appears on wheeled tray.

JASON (CONT’D)
Phew! Hope our hard work was worth it!

He hears Tahani’s voice in the main room, and gleefully rolls 
the food out into the main room. 

CUT TO:

INT. - TAHANI AND JASON’S HOUSE - MAIN ROOM

Jason wheels in the food cart.

JASON
Welcome to the best dinner of your 
life, my lady and my queen!

Marcus and Tahani sit, laughing on the couch. They don’t 
notice Jason. He slinks back into the kitchen.

MARCUS
Shall we?
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Marcus motions toward the front door.  They exit.

CUT TO:

EXT. - LAKE - MINUTES LATER

Tahani and Marcus walk along the lake.

MARCUS
The night is so perfect! Come on, 
let’s go swimming!

Strips down to his boxer briefs, jumps in the water.

MARCUS (CONT’D)
Come on, it’s Ebola-free!

TAHANI
Oh, no, I can’t, I’m not wearing---

MARCUS
Just ask the magic robot lady for a 
swimsuit, a boathouse, and 7 armed 
guards so no one sees you...

TAHANI
Ahhh, really, I’d rather not-

MARCUS
Oh come on! You were always like this!  
Even in heaven, where everything is 
perfect, you’re a stick in the mud!

TAHANI
Marcus! Why would you say that!

MARCUS
Ya know why we never got together on 
Earth, Tahani? Or why you never had 
any serious boyfriends? Because you’re 
so above it all. And now you’re here, 
and there are literally no other 
options and you’re still a total snob!

He splashes her, getting some mud on her dress.

TAHANI
I don’t need this, goodbye!

Tahani runs off crying.

CUT TO:
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INT. TAHANI AND JASON’S HOUSE, MINUTES LATER

Tahani runs in, crying, throws herself on couch and sobs.

Jason enters from budhole to living room, sees Tahani crying, 
goes to comfort her.

JASON
Hey, what’s wrong?

TAHANI
Nothing -- I’m so sorry about how I’ve 
been! Some people are just jerks!

JASON
Hey, you’re fancy and special and 
amazing, and you always should feel 
special and fancy and amazing.

Tahani looks up and sniffles.

TAHANI
Thank you, Jason.

JASON
I’m going to get us a really nice 
wine, like from a fancy box, and 
everything’s going to be ok, a’ight?

TAHANI
Ok.

Jason goes to kitchen to get wine.

Marcus bursts in the front door.

MARCUS
Hey. I’m sorry. I have to appreciate 
you as the magnificent, radiant girl I 
idolize. Janet?

Janet appears.

MARCUS (CONT’D)
Can I have a guitar?

Janet materializes a guitar, Marcus plays beautifully. Tahani 
falls entranced as Marcus sings a beautiful song to her.

Jason enters with a box of wine, sees Tahani admiring Marcus, 
and slinks out the door heartbroken again.

END OF ACT 2
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ACT 3

EXT. - TOWN SQUARE OUTSIDE YOGURT SHOPS - NIGHT 

Jason mopes while sadly eating yogurt. Chidi walks by, 
carrying books from bookstore.

JASON
Chidi, have you ever loved someone who 
also loved someone else?

CHIDI
Well, not personally, but Plato’s 
Symposium says that--

JASON
AUUUGHHH!! I don’t need your nerd 
stuff right now! This is important!

CHIDI
I wish you wouldn’t call it --

JASON
Oh, wait, your farm animal game is 
just the thing!

CHIDI
My what now?

JASON
That goat you were trying to kill!!

CHIDI
You mean Buridian’s ass?

JASON
I’m going to take your starvation goat 
and finally do something real with it!

Chidi is offended. Jason jumps up, tosses yogurt cup into the 
trash.
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JASON (CONT’D)
Bortles!

Jason runs home excitedly.

CUT TO:

INT. - JASON’S BUDHOLE - LATER

JASON
Hey Janet.

Janet appears.

JANET
Hello!

JASON
You know that thing where you have 
farm animals and you have to choose?

JANET
I have billions of results for 
“choosing farm animals”, most of them 
pornographic. Can you be more 
specific?

JASON
You know, that thing with a goat, and 
you’ve gotta choose, and there’s like 
two of them, I don’t know!

JANET
I believe you’re referring to “The 
Monty Hall Problem” where...

Three doors appear.

JANET (CONT’D)
You have three doors, behind each of 
which is a prize...

Opens each door to reveal 3 prizes: a goat, a goat, and a 
convertible. The doors close, and scramble up in a cyclone.

JANET (CONT’D)
Pick one!

JASON
Oooohhh, oooh, door two!

JANET
So we open door three, which you 
didn’t pick, to show a goat. 

(MORE)
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Do you still want to stick with door 
two or switch to door one?

JASON
Are you tricking me? A goat is still a 
sweet prize!

JANET
Hahaha, Well, here’s the thing: if you 
switch, you have a one in two chance 
of getting it right, where before you 
had a one in three chance.

The two remaining doors spin around really fast.

JANET (CONT’D)
Pick one.

Door opens, it’s a car.

JASON
Oh, it’s a game show! This is way 
cooler than how Chidi explained it!

JANET
This is not actually --

JASON
Ok, so, Janet, tomorrow, you’re going 
to help me put Tahani on this game 
show where she wins me or a goat!

JANET
That’s not anywhere close to --

Jason grabs Janet excitedly, his excitement is so infectious 
she finds herself jumping too.

JASON
We did it!

JANET
Yaaaaayyyy...!

EXT. - MAIN SQUARE, STAGE - THE NEXT DAY

Chidi and Eleanor stand beside the stage, Michael speaks from 
the podium.

MICHAEL
Good afternoon ladies and gentlemen!

JANET (CONT'D)
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CHIDI
I knew it!

Chidi crosses out “evening” on a note card.

MICHAEL
Please enjoy our inaugural lecture in 
The Good Place lecture series.  You 
all are about to be blown away by the 
brilliant... Chidi Anongonye!

Chidi awkwardly gets on stage, drops his note cards. Wild, 
applause. Chidi looks confused and anxious.

CHIDI
Good afternoon, ladies and gentlemen.

Eleanor forces a smile and a thumbs-up. Chidi sees it and 
keeps going.

CHIDI (CONT’D)
I am here to talk to you about 
choices, love, and moralistic 
relativity, and had Camus been alive 
in the 1990s, would he have liked 
Seinfeld?

AUDIENCE
WOOOOOOOOOOooooooo!

CHIDI
Ok, that’s not usually the reaction...

VICKY
We love you, Chidi!

CHIDI
But you haven’t heard any--

AUDIENCE MEMBER
You rock, Chidi!

CHIDI
This is -- WILL YOU LET ME FINISH!

Whole audience rushes the stage, bring Chidi up on their 
shoulders, carry him into the square.

CHIDI (CONT'D)
Wait, no, no, no! I can’t 
enjoy this!  I didn’t teach 
anything! You didn’t learn! I 
didn’t earn your respect!

AUDIENCE
Chidi! Chidi! Chidi! Chidi! 
Chidi! Chidi! Chidi! Chidi! 
Chidi! Chidi!
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Eleanor sighs, follows after, rolling her eyes.

Only Jason, Marcus and Tahani are left in the audience, 
confused, but not bothered.

JASON
Tahani, I love you a whole lot, and I 
need you to decide: him or me.

Marcus rolls his eyes and sighs.

TAHANI
I can’t, I just don’t--

JASON
I knew you’d say that, so we made you 
a game show. Janet!

Janet appears, dressed as Vanna White. Jason’s clothes turn 
into a sparkly tux. He leads Marcus and Tahani to the stage.

MARCUS
What the fork is this shirt?!?

(pause)
Why can’t I curse?

JANET
Welcome to your very own game show: 
“Pick A Boyfriend”. Fun fact: this 
game show makes absolutely no sense!

Three doors materialize. Jason gets in one.

JANET (CONT’D)
(to imaginary audience)

Let’s meet our contestant, Tahani Al-
Jamil! She hails from London, England 
and is having a hard time choosing 
between two men, so we will help her 
“Pick A Boyfriend”!

Confetti flies everywhere. Donkey wanders onstage. Tahani and 
Marcus are completely baffled.

TAHANI
Err -- no, I can’t do this!

Goat wanders out of door.

MARCUS
What. The. Fork? Why can’t I curse? 
How is this in heaven in any way?

                          The Good Place 20.

 Decisions                         



TAHANI
Well, technically, it’s “The Good 
Place”, a sort of fake heaven where we 
face eternal psychological torture.

MARCUS
WHAT? Janet stop everything!

Music, glitz and glamour stop. Confetti freezes in the air. 
In the background, the donkey is trying to mount a goat.

Jason emerges from behind his door.

MARCUS (CONT’D)
Janet, is this true?

JANET
Absolutely!

JASON
This place is, like, brain torture, 
like a math test. At least it’s better 
than the real bad place where switch 
your eyeballs with your testicles so 
your face smells and you can only see 
the inside of your pants.

JANET
Actually, what they do there is much 
worse.

MARCUS
Well, that sounds way better than 
here! Take me to the real Bad Place!

In background, goat and donkey are getting more sexual with 
one another.

Michael wanders by, squints at animals fornicating.

MARCUS (CONT’D)
Hey-- you-- you-- in-charge guy!

MICHAEL
Why, thank you, I am an in-charge guy!

MARCUS
This is actually The Bad Place?

MICHAEL
Yup!

                          The Good Place 21.

 Decisions                         



MARCUS
So nothing’s stopping me from hitting 
the robot?

JANET
Not a rob-

He punches her in the face, the fist goes right through her 
face, which transforms into pixelated nothingness, and then 
reforms itself.

JANET (CONT’D)
(cheerfully)

Ouch!

MICHAEL
Hey, hey, that was uncalled for!

Marcus goes to punch Tahani, she ducks behind Jason, scared.  
Marcus turns back to Michael .

MARCUS
Get me out of here and to the real Bad 
Place or I’ll -- I’ll --

JASON
(proudly)

Report Michael to his boss so he gets 
in trouble?

MARCUS
Yeah -- Wait, what, really?  I can 
just blackmail the guy in charge?

JASON
Yeah, Michael’s not supposed to be 
doing any of this!

Michael mouths the words “shut up”.

JASON (CONT’D)
He’s going to get in super big trouble 
with his boss!

MARCUS
Um, ok... uh... yeah... I’ll report 
you to your boss!

MICHAEL
*Sigh* I knew this would happen.

Michael snaps his fingers. Marcus disappears.
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MICHAEL (CONT’D)
Well, another failed Vicky experiment. 
Sorry guys. I just wiped his brain and 
sent him to the real Bad Place.

Michael walks away. Jason turns to Tahani.

JASON
Well, I guess I get to keep you by 
“Deez faults”. 

TAHANI
“Default”.

JASON
It’s his fault he was such a dink.

Tahani looks down, sad.

TAHANI
He was about to strike me...

JASON
Yeah, he sucked.

(brightly)
Hey, wanna get some Funyun Yogurt?

Tahani smiles. They walk to the town square, in the distance 
the demons chase Chidi adoringly.

TOWNSPEOPLE
WE LOVE YOU CHIDI!

CHIDI
Stop praising me, I didn’t deserve it, 
I didn’t earn it! STOP IT! PLEASE!

END OF SHOW
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